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<Abstract>

A Study on the Image of ‘Tannin (Dragon)’ in the Old Testament with
Reference to Its Translation in Korean
and Chinese Bibles

Eun-jung Kim

(San Dong University)

This research paper seeks to explore how the word and meaning of ‘dragon’
has been translated in the Chinese and Korean Bibles. The Oriental perception of
dragon differs significantly from the Western one. Whereas a dragon is
associated with negative images in the West, the East associates it with positive
ones.

In both of the Chinese and Korean contexts, a dragon is often associated with
the ‘God of water’, or with water and weather, which also shows deep
correlation with each country’s agricultural society. In the Old Testament,
dragons are associated with the ocean, and its depiction of the ocean is
associated with darkness, which differs from the Korean and Chinese Bible
interpretations which depict a more positive image.

Bible translations are hugely influenced by each country’s culture and
language. The study seeks to compare and contrast the antithetic images of
dragon in the texts of Korean and Chinese Bible translations. This research
paper reviews four versions of the Bible in English, Chinese, and Korean, and
the original Hebrew Bible was used to enhance accuracy of the translation.

This research paper is about Tannin (Dragon) appearing in the Old Testament
and its different translations in Korean and Chinese. When I first came across
dragons in the Old Testament, 1 started to research the background of the
semantic creation of myths, and later connected it to Chinese and Korean
cultures. This led me to countless examples of different translations in Korean

and Chinese as well as other diachronic contrasts between these languages.
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